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To the Church in Ephesus

Rev. 2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘“The words of him who holds the seven
stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. * “ ‘I know your works,
your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but
have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. ° |
know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown
weary. * But | have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. °
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If
not, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. ° Yet this
you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate. " He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers | will grant to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’

To the Church in Pergamum

Rev. 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the
sharp two-edged sword. > “ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast
my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who
was killed among you, where Satan dwells. ** But | have a few things against you: you have
some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before
the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.
'> 50 also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. '° Therefore repent. If not, |
will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth. ' He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers | will give some of
the hidden manna, and | will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that
no one knows except the one who receives it.’

To the Church in Laodicea

Rev. 3:14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation. ** “ ‘l know your works: you are
neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm,
and neither hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my mouth. ’ For you say, | am rich, | have
prospered, and | need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked. *® | counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white
garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen,
and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. '° Those whom I love, | reprove and
discipline, so be zealous and repent. *° Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. ** The
one who conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as | also conquered and sat
down with my Father on his throne. 2 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.”



Table Discussion Questions:

1. What would Jesus say about our churches today? What would he commend?
What would he condemn?

2. How is sin ultimately a failure to love?

3. What are the chief idols of our age? How do these idols hold our churches
captive?

4. What does lukewarm Christianity look like today? What contributes to our
complacency?

5. Is there a particular church in Revelation chapters 2 - 3 that you identify with
most? Why?

6. What does genuine repentance have to do with our communion with Christ?



