The Bread of Life
John 6:25-71

“Instead of seeing in the bread, a sign, they saw in the sign, only the bread.”

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come
here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you are seeking me, not because you
saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes,
but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him
God the Father has set his seal.” 2 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the
works of God?” 2° Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him

whom he has sent.” 3%So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and
believe you? What work do you perform? 3! Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, |
say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the
true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives

life to the world.” 3 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

35 Jesus said to them, “l am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 3¢ But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do
not believe. 3 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will
never cast out. 8 For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of

him who sent me. 32 And this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all
that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. % For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and | will raise him

up on the last day.”



4150 the Jews grumbled about him, because he said; “l am the bread that came down from
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?
How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”  Jesus answered them, “Do not
grumble among yourselves.  No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him. And | will raise him up on the last day. #* It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all

be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— % not
that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 4 Truly,
truly, | say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. | am the bread of life. % Your fathers ate
the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven,
so that one may eat of it and not die. 5! | am the living bread that came down from heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the

world is my flesh.”
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The Order of Salvation

Purchased in its entirety by Christ’s redemptive activity, commences with God the Father’s
irresistible summons to the spiritually dead elect sinner, normally issued in and by the
proclamation of the gospel, to enter into fellowship with Jesus Christ. The Spirit of Christ,
working by and with that summons, regenerates the spiritually dead elect sinner, enabling him
thereby to repent of his sins and in faith to receive and to rest upon Christ alone for salvation,
in which activity he is united to Jesus Christ. The moment he believes in Christ, God forgives him
of all his sins and declares him righteous in his sight, definitively sanctifies him, adopts him into
his family and seals him to the day of redemption with the indwelling Spirit of adoption. The
sinner, now a Christian, begins to experience the lifelong process of progressive sanctification,
throughout which time he also perseveres in holiness by the power of the Holy Spirit, with the
end and goal of this entire series of acts and processes being his glorification, into which state
he is finally brought at the return of Christ. At that point he will be fully conformed to the image
of the Son of God, and Christ will then be in the highest sense possible ‘the Firstborn among
many brethren.’

2The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. ** Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day. 3 For my flesh is true food, and my
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | in
him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me,
he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the
bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 52 Jesus said

these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.



60 \When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to

it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to

them, “Do you take offense at this? 2 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending
to where he was before? 831t is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words
that | have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not

believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it
was who would betray him.) 8 And he said, “This is why | told you that no one can come to me

unless it is granted him by the Father.”

& After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. # So Jesus said

to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 88 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, % and we have believed, and have come to
know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 7 Jesus answered them, “Did | not choose you, the
twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 7* He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he,

one of the twelve, was going to betray him.



