Acts 19

Paul in Ephesus

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and
came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that thereis a
Holy Spirit.” * And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's
baptism.” # And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” ® On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. ” There were about
twelve men in all.

8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading
them about the kingdom of God. ? But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief,
speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the
disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. ¥ This continued for two years, so
that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

The Sons of Sceva

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 2 so that even handkerchiefs
or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them
and the evil spirits came out of them. ¥ Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook
to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by
the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” ¥ Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing
this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus | know, and Paul | recognize, but who are
you?” 18 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and
overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. ¥’ And this became
known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all,

and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. *® Also many of those who were now believers
came, confessing and divulging their practices. *® And a number of those who had practiced
magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted
the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 2 So the word of the
tord continued to increase and prevail mightily.

A Riot at Ephesus

2 Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia

and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After | have been there, | must also see Rome.” 22 And having sent
into Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.
23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 22 For a man named
Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the
craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men,



you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in
Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many
people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 2’ And there is danger not only that this
trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis
may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she
whom all Asia and the world worship.”

28\When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians!” 2° So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the
theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's companions
in travel. 39 But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let

him. 3! And even some of the Asiarchs, who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging
him not to venture into the theater. 3 Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the
assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come

together. 33 Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And
Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 3 But when they
recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out with one voice, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35 And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who
does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the
sacred stone that fell from the sky? 3¢ Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you
ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 3 For you have brought these men here who are
neither sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius and the
craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and there

are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 3% But if you seek anything
further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. % For we really are in danger of being
charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this

commotion.” * And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.

Mark 1:2-5
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
mabke his paths straight,””
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. > And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were
being baptized by him in the river jordan, confessing their sins.




Tim Keller on Idolatry

“Romans 1 Tells us each idol creates a delusional field, a whole set of assumptions and false definitions
of success and failure which are distortions of reality brought on by the idol (v.21 — Their thinking
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened).”

Dave Powlison on ldolatry

“Your idols define good and evil in ways contrary to God’s definitions. They spin out a whole false belief
system. They establish a locus of control that is earthbound: either in objects (e.g. lust for money), other
people (e.g. | need to please my father), or myself (e.g. attainment of my personal goals). Such false

gods create false laws, false definitions of success and failure, of values and stigma. ldols promise

| blessings and warn of curses for those who succeed or fail their standards. If | make enough money, |

will be secure. If | can get these certain people to like and respect me, then my life will be valid.”

“We choose between two different ways of life, achieving and receiving. We choose which way to pray.
in the first, | concentrate on what | want to make happen according to what | think is best. In the
second, | relax and watch for what God is doing.

With achievement as my aim in life, | work for accomplishments. 1 do it for the sake of my ego needs:
esteem, power, and security. With receptivity as the way | live, I gratefully receive the gifts God gives
me. | use them to the best of my ability. It may well be that accomplishments will result, but that will be
because of the grace of God. | will live to receive and participate in all that God gives me.

If I pray for achievement, | will be trying to get God to do what | want. if | pray for receptivity, | will be
open to whatever God wants to do with me. 1 will listen and spend time in communion with the One
‘who gives me life. | will respond in word and deed to what God calls me to do.”

J. David Muyskens

2 Corinthians 1:8-11
For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were
so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. ? Indeed, we felt that we had
“received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises
the dead. ®He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our
| hope that he will deliver us again. ** You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on
| our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.




The Third Missionary Journey
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