Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead
John 11

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister

Martha. %It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 2So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you
love isill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the

glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

® Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 8So, when he heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the
disciples, “Let us go to Judea agai.n.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” ? Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he
sees the light of this world. *° But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the
light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him.” 2 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he
meant taking rest in sleep. 1* Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, >and for your
sake | am glad that | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So
Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with

”

him.
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38 \Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman

named Martha welcomed him into her house. 3 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat
at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. % But Martha was distracted with much
serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me
to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 4 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha,
you are anxious and troubled about many things, *? but one thing is necessary. Mary has

chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”




Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany
John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom
Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. > Mary therefore took a pound of
expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his
feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” ®He said this, not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the
moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so
that she may keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor you always have with you, but

you do not always have me.”

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four

days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, % and many of the jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 2 But even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 22 Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2 Martha said to him, “ know that he wili rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 23 Jesus said to her, “| am the resurrection

and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 2’ She said to him, “Yes,

Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”




if God wants you to trust Him, He puts you in a place of difficulty. If He wants you to trust
Him greatly, He puts you in a place of impossibility. For when a thing is impossible, then we
who are so prone to move things through by the force of our own being can say, ‘Lord, it
has to be you. | am utterly, absolutely nothing’...And the Lord will say, ‘It is for you that this
happened, for your disciples, for your family, for your friends, for your aquaintances, and
the bystanders, but it’s also for me; it’s for me.” And God is saying, ‘1 am in the midst of an
invisible war. The repercussions of what | am doing will be known in eternity.’

Donald Gray Barnhouse

Learn to interpret circumstances by the love of Christ and not Christ’s love by
circumstances. Christ’s delays are the delays of love; therefore, they should be interpreted
by love. If we do it the other way around, we will be even farther from understanding the
circumstances, and we may question the love. Begin with Christ’s love. Say,”l know that
Christ loves me. He died for me. Therefore, | will do my best to see His purpose in the
things that are happening”. If you do that, you will begin to interpret circumstances in the
light of love; and, as God gives you light, you will begin to see how He is using them to
perfect your will, strengthen your faith, and bring glory to His own wonderful name.

James Montgomery Boice

Genesis 3:15

| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.”



Isaiah 41:21-24
The Futility of Idols

Set forth your case, says the LORD;
bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob.
22| et them bring them, and tell us
what is to happen.
Tell us the former things, what they are,
that we may consider them,
that we may know their outcome;
or declare to us the things to come.
B Tell us what is to come hereafter,
that we may know that you are gods;
do good, or do harm,
that we may be dismayed and terrified.
24 gehold, you are nothing,
and your work is less than nothing;

an abomination is he who chooses you.

John 6:66-69

% After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 7 So Jesus
said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” ¢ Simon Peter answered him, “Lord,
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, ® and we have believed, and have

come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”






