1 Kings 9

As soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord and the king's house and all that
Solomon desired to build, 2the Lord appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at
Gibeon. 3 And the Lord said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made
before me. | have consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My
eyes and my heart will be there for all time. * And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your
father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that | have commanded
you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, > then | will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as
| promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.” ® But if you turn
aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments and my statutes
that | have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 7 then | will cut off Israel from
the land that | have given them, and the house that | have consecrated for my name | will cast out of my
sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8 And this house will become a
heap of ruins. Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, “‘Why has

the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’ ° Then they will say, ‘Because they abandoned

the Lord their God who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt and laid hold on other gods and

worshiped them and served them. Therefore the Lord has brought all this disaster on them.””

2 Kings 17:6-13
%1n the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to

Assyria and placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought
them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other
gods 2and walked in the customs of the nations whom the Lord drove out before the people of

Israel, and in the customs that the kings of Israel had practiced.? And the people of Israel did secretly
against the Lord their God things that were not right. They built for themselves high places in all their
towns, from watchtower to fortified city.2? They set up for themselves pillars and Asherim on every high
hill and under every green tree, ' and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the nations
did whom the Lord carried away before them. And they did wicked things, provoking the Lord to
anger,'2and they served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, “You shall not do this.” 3 Yet

the Lord warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways
and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that | commanded your

fathers, and that | sent to you by my servants the prophets.”



“It was the hour when the accomplishment of work means the relaxation of effort. That is
always a perilous hour, and the greater the work done the graver the peril. A life which has
been full of activity, when that activity ceases, demands some new interest, and will find it,
either high or low, noble or ignoble.” (Morgan)

2 Samuel 11:1-2

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants
with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained at Jerusalem. 21t happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and
was walking on the roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and

the woman was very beautiful.

“Brethren, we want renewed appearances, fresh manifestations, new visitations from on high;
and | commend to those of you who are getting on in life, that while you thank God for the
past, and look back with joy to his visits to you in your early days, you now seek and ask for a
second visitation of the Most High.” (Spurgeon)

Joshua 13:1
Now Joshua was old and advanced in years, and the Lord said to him, “You are old and
advanced in years, and there remains yet very much land to possess.



