Romans 8: 1-17

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *in order that the righteous requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit. 3 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. é For to set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ? For the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it

cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

®You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 1 If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

255 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 2 For if you
live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. ** For you did not
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” * The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, " and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3

But I, brothers, could not addreés you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in

Christ. 21 fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet
ready, > for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the

flesh and behaving only in a human way?



Romans 3:21-26

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— #the rightecusness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction: 2 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 2*and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2> whom God put forward
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because
in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. % It was to show his righteousness at the

present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Colossians 3:1-3

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. * For you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

“Sin predisposes us to want to be independent of God, to be laws unto ourselves or autonomous, so
that we can do what we want without bowing to His authority. At the most basic level, idols are what we
make out of the evidence for God within ourselves in the world- if we do not want to face the face of
God Himself in his majesty and holiness. Rather than look to the creator and have to deal with his
lordship, we orient our lives toward the creation, where we can be more free to control and shape our
lives in our desired directions....since we were made to relate to god, but do not want to face Him (and
let Him control and shape us), thus we forever inflate things in the world to religious proportions to fill
the vacuum left by God’s exclusion... We do not just eliminate God, but we erect God-substitutes in His

place.”
Richard Keyes - The Idol Factory

2 Corinthians 3:12-18

 since we have such a hope, we are very bold,  not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so
that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. **But their
minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted,
because only through Christ is it taken away. ** Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over
their hearts. **But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. ” Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. ** And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this

comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.



