EXODUS 3
Moses and the Burning Bush

Acts 7

» At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in God's sight. And he
was brought up for three months in his father's house, and when he was
exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own
son. 2And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he
was mighty in his words and deeds.
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“No doubt Moses felt deserted by God. Moses had hoped he would be the shepherd of Israel,
leading them out of their captivity (Acts 7:25), but instead he had become the shepherd of the
sheep! He must have had moments—perhaps many of them—when he felt as though God had
passed him by. The desert around him symbolized the desert within him. Far from enjoying the
sense of God’s presence, it is likely he was haunted by a sense of God’s absence. His past was
marred, his present was insignificant, and his future seemed relatively pointless, given all that
God had invested in his life.”

Sinclair B. Ferguson

A Heart for God



GOD’S TOOL MOSES’ HEART

Obscurity Removes Pride
—

Time Removes Fear
—

Solitude Removes Faulty Crutches
—

Discomfort Removes Resistance
—

The Burning Bush

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian,
and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. *And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. *And
Moses said, “l will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” *When
the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” *Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals

off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” *And he said, “l am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.




"Then the LORD said, “l have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. | know their sufferings, *and | have
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of
that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place

of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. °And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and | have
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. *Come, | will send you
to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” " But
Moses said to God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel
out of Egypt?” ?He said, “But | will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that |
have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on
this mountain.”

*Then Moses said to God, “If | come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall | say to
them?” “God said to Moses, “l| AMWHO | AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of
Israel: ‘1 AM has sent me to you.”” *God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of
Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus | am to be
remembered throughout all generations. *Go and gather the elders of Israel together and
say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “l have observed you and what has been done to you
in Egypt, "and | promise that | will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a
land flowing with milk and honey.””’ * And they will listen to your voice, and you and the
elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days' journey into the
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ “But | know that the king of
Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. *So | will stretch out my
hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that | will do in it; after that he will let you

go. *And | will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you
shall not go empty, ?but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who
lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your
sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

John 8:58-59

*Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” * So
the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen

Abraham?” ®*Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | am.”
*So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the
temple.



